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If you would have asked me 10 years ago what subject I planned to major in for my master’s degree, I do not think Technology and Learning would have been my answer.  In fact, I can assure you it would not have been my answer.  It was only after using technology in my own educational endeavors that I began to realize how much technology means not only to today’s students, but also what it means for future students as well.  You could them I say I came to pursue a field in technology education from opening my peripheral vision.

The evolution of my thinking began a long while ago.  Let me explain, I graduated from high school in 1999 and although that feels like only yesterday, technology then was not what it is today.  In that decade of a period from then to today, technology seems to have taken over the world.  We got our first computer when I was a junior in high school in 1997.  During that year I had an intern from MSU as a math teacher and he wanted us to do a large project in my pre-calculus class using the computer.  I remember this as the first time I began to think about how the computer was infringing on everyday life.  I questioned, “I have to do a project for my math class on the computer?”  I did not know it that the time, but this was my very first educational inquiry question.  I used the computer my entire life through school, however it just was not that common for everyone to have them in their house.  Coming home with this news resulted in my mother realizing it was time to buy one.  I did that project on the computer and although I can’t remember the specifics of the project anymore, I remember this being a significant moment in what was to come.  My experiences and the evolution of my thoughts on technology have led me to many questions.

Is it worthwhile to learn or does it have a valid purpose?  After graduation I went to Lansing Community College for Dental Assisting.  Although this was not something I ended up doing as a career for very long, the program was all abuzz with the idea of digital x-rays.  Digital x-rays were going to be the next big thing in the dental field and the school put a lot of effort into teaching us first the ‘normal’ way and then the high-tech way.  It was funny, however, that after I began working in the field very few dentists had them and even now it is not standard practice for dentists to use.  We spent so much time learning about them and it was in vain.  This is a problem with technology because just because it is the latest and greatest does not mean that it is worth the effort to learn it.


What are the negative implications of new technologies?  One of my first jobs was working at a music store called Wherehouse Records.  While working there the single biggest piece of technology innovation that impacted society in my lifetime thus far debuted.  It was 2001 and Apple unveiled the iPod.  It was almost overnight that the business I worked in that barely survived illegal downloading closed its doors.  As a result many people lost their jobs.  This is a negative implication, however just because I lost my job in the large scale of things I bet this resulted in more job growth than loss worldwide.  Oddly enough, this is also what pushed into going back to school to pursue a degree in education.

What are the positive implications of new technologies?  I returned to college after the birth of my two children in August 2005, having earned enough General Education credits prior at LCC, to start that semester at MSU as a Sophomore.  It had been six years since I graduated high school and things had already changed.  Once I started my classes I was amazed almost every day not only with what I was learning, but more with how I was learning to do it.  Within my first year at MSU I learned how to create PowerPoint presentations, how to use a flash key, and all about wireless internet.  Looking back these were amazing discoveries, however at the time I was more worried about my grades and studying to really see the significance.  Yet I know had it not been for technology, even the smallest parts of it, I probably would not have graduated.  Having the ability to do research online allowed me to be home with two small children, not to mention the ease of online classes.  My college experience was very different than that of my mother who attended MSU in the 1970s and did not understand how I would be able to juggle it all.   


Once I entered back into classrooms with my field work and internships is when I really began to use technology to benefit me and my students.  Suddenly, I could communicate with parents via e-mail.  I ran a classroom webpage where I could be connected to students and parents in an effort to bridge the gap between home and school.  I learned how to create presentations and embed YouTube videos and shared this with my class.  I learned how to make movies with iMovie and Windows Moviemaker and again shared this with my students.  While I was learning how to become an effective teacher I was simultaneously learning how to use technology and seeing how much it benefited me.  Even the simplest thing such as using a digital calendar suddenly made my life easier.  Most of things occurred before my actual fifth year internship, or student teaching, at MSU.  It was that year that I really began to think about pursuing technology and education.  I loved what it was allowing me to do and I thought the prospects of what could be done were endless. 

What about access?  I grew-up in a district where education is valued very highly.  The property taxes are high, the teachers are paid well, and there is a large sense of community that is deeply rooted largely in part to the schools.  When I returned to my old school district during my teaching experiences, they had built a new school that included the latest and greatest technologies in every classroom.  Most of my teaching experiences were in schools much like mine, with the exception of an alternative school, Hill Academy.  Hill had very little technology but in my own naïve mind I thought it was only because they were an alternative school with low funding.  Then during my internship during the 2008-2009 school year I was placed in a classroom in a small school district south of my hometown.  Although this is less than 20 miles from Lansing, when I walked into the classroom I was appalled by what I saw.  It was a beautiful school that had been built in 1997 so it actually looked newer than many of the other schools I had been in.  However, when I walked into the classroom there was a projector cart and a big TV.  My mentor teacher also had a desktop computer in her room, however she was not allowed to have a printer and had to print to the lab across the hall.  

What to do when there is none?  That being said, I had to find a way to teach many of my lessons without the technologies I had been spoiled with up until this point.  It bothered me because I saw how different the lessons were when I had the technologies in the previous schools.  It just was not the same to have to turn the lights low and draw on things with wet erase markers.  This is how they did it 9 years earlier in my school and I just felt like my students in this school were stuck a decade behind the world.  I always thought about what this meant to them?  What were the future implications of these students being ten years behind the times?  Many of these students had technologies at home such as computers, cellphones, iPods, etc., and therefore they were aware that there were other ways of doing things, however they were robbed of seeing it in the schools because of lack of funding.  I could tell that this hindered their learning and that they were just not as engaged as they could have and should have been.  What did this mean for any of them when they went out into the world to go to college or even to go to work?  These and more were my biggest questions about technology in schools and issues with access?

Is all technology ‘good’ technology?  The worst memory of my internship year would lead me to my next struggle with technology and that is what if the technology itself is bad?  The school spent a lot of money on a license to use Criterion Writing tools in the classroom (https://criterion.ets.org/).  It is a program where students would write essays into the system and it would grade them based on ACT or SAT standards.  My mentor teacher asked me to write an example essay in criterion and have it graded.  I wrote an essay and submitted it accidentally before I was finished.  It gave me a 5 out of 5.  I was shocked.  What the program did was see that I had 5 paragraphs that had at least 5 sentences in them and that I had some form of a thesis statement.  I was appalled because we were going to be using this software to teach our students supposedly how to be better writers and it did the opposite.  For me, the negatives that can come from technology are things like this where they say they are doing something and in fact are not.  I do not know how much it cost for the license to access the site, however if it wasn’t free than it cost too much.  

The evolution of my thoughts on technology have all honestly came from an autobiographical approach to education.  I am not someone who has sought out new and exciting technologies to try, but rather has come across them under different circumstances such as I have described above.  Most of these circumstances have been from my academic pursuits, while some have come from my career aspirations.  This has hindered my ability to effectively inquire about technology in education because I have not spent a great deal of time inquiring about technology in education using another method.  It was only after I began writing this essay that I had the epiphany that this is probably why this class is required by MSU and I am sure most students come to that same conclusion.  As someone who is seeking a career in technology and education it is my obligation to learn about inquiry and forms of doing it.  I currently work in the Office of Career and Technical Education at the Michigan Department of Education and therefore I am lucky in that I have a job in which our goal is to hold schools accountable for their use of career and technical education skills to ensure that students are receiving the latest and greatest in technical education.  After writing this autobiographical inquiry I now have a set of questions I can ask before I purchase or use a new technology that were born from the reflection of my own experiences.  Just like this set of questions, learning about educational inquiry and how it can be done is allowing me to develop solid critical thinking skills that I know will helpful as I continue to go to school and am continuously facing new and emerging technologies.  In the end, I feel that technology as a whole is the future of education and I am excited to be a part of it.  
